
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H7415 September 14, 2017 
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader. 

(Mr. RUSH asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to an activist, a cru-
sader, an educator, a warrior in the 
fight for civil rights, and an American 
heroine, Ms. Patricia Hill. 

For those who did not know Pat Hill, 
who passed away earlier this week, she 
was many things. She was an athlete, 
an educator, and a former Chicago po-
lice officer, just to name a few of her 
endeavors. 

She was the eldest daughter of Lu-
cille Fleming and Hercules Richardson. 
Pat Hill was an early track star. As a 
member of Chicago’s Mayor Daley’s 
Youth Foundation’s track team, she 
was mentored by Olympians Willye 
White and Ira Murchison; and Pat 
missed making the 1968 U.S. Olympic 
Team by one-quarter of an inch. 

Her athleticism and pioneering spirit 
extended beyond the track, Mr. Speak-
er. Pat Hill was also a trailblazer in 
women’s professional basketball when 
she joined the Chicago Debs in the 
early 1970s. 

After completing her college degree, 
Pat Hill shared her love and knowledge 
of sports by becoming a physical edu-
cation teacher in the Chicago Public 
Schools. She held that position until 
she left to become a member of the 
Chicago Police Department, where she 
would rise to work with one of Chi-
cago’s other trailblazers as a body-
guard for the late Chicago mayor, Har-
old Washington. 

Mr. Speaker, even before Pat Hill be-
came a member of the Chicago Police 
Department, she had been inspired by 
the work of the Afro-American Patrol-
men’s League to uncover the truth be-
hind the murder of my dear friend, 
Fred Hampton, in the late 1960s. After 
Pat became a member of the Chicago 
Police Department, she worked with 
the Afro-American Patrolmen’s League 
to improve minority hiring and wom-
en’s inclusion, and, ultimately, she 
rose as the executive director of the 
AAPL. 

After Pat retired as a police officer, 
she served as a lecturer at the North-
eastern Illinois University’s Carruthers 
Center for Inner City Studies, where 
she would take classes to, among many 
places, Selma, Alabama, to ensure that 
the lessons and experiences of Bloody 
Sunday and others will never be forgot-
ten. 

Mr. Speaker, it is very difficult for 
me to summarize the life and accom-
plishments of an individual like Ms. 
Patricia Hill in a few short moments, 
but, suffice it to say, the city and the 
people of Chicago, and the people all 
across this Nation are forever dedi-
cated to Pat Hill for the strides she 
made on behalf of all of us. 

Mr. Speaker, my family and I are 
personally indebted to Ms. Patricia 
Hill for the decades-long friendship and 
love that she shared with my late wife, 
Carolyn, and my entire family. 

Pat, while we are saddened by your 
departure and saddened that you are no 
longer with us in the Earth realm, we 
know that you have a better seat than 
all of us and that you are in a better 
place. We find comfort in the Bible, as 
written in the book of Matthew 5:4, 
that says: ‘‘Blessed are those who 
mourn, for they will be comforted.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today and honor 
Ms. Pat Hill—my friend, my family’s 
friend, and a great American. We truly 
are comforted because we truly know 
that Pat Hill is blessed, and we are 
blessed also. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

HURRICANE IRMA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. SOTO) is recognized for the re-
mainder of the hour as the designee of 
the minority leader. 

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentleman from Illinois for his inspir-
ing words. 

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the oppor-
tunity to update the House on what has 
occurred in Florida after the aftermath 
of Hurricane Irma. 

First, I want to start by thanking so 
many Members of Congress for sup-
porting a package that doubled from $7 
billion to $15 billion, the emergency re-
lief. Not only was it so critical for the 
great State of Texas, but it was abso-
lutely essential for anticipating the ef-
fects that Irma would have on the Vir-
gin Islands, Puerto Rico, Florida, Geor-
gia, up through South Carolina, and 
southeast United States. 

When I arrived back on Friday—you 
know how important it is to go back to 
your district when there is a crisis on 
hand—I saw people taking the notice of 
evacuation seriously. I saw people 
stocking up on gas, stocking up on 
water, stocking up their cupboards, 
making sure to be ready. 

While it was initially supposed to hit 
the southeastern portion of Florida, as 
you know, these predictions can be 
somewhat accurate, which is why we 
always need to be sure to always pre-
pare, whether you think you are in the 
eye of the storm or not. Because, in 
fact, after it went through the central 
Keys and leveled a lot of Marathon and 
other central Keys islands, it hit 
southwest Florida. The eye went right 
through the Naples-Fort Myers area, 
and a lot of those folks are still strug-
gling with that. It actually went up 
through the western center of the 
State, through the western portion of 
my district in Polk County, as well as 
Hillsborough County, Pasco County, 
and other areas, and then finally going 
up through the Big Bend. 

That night, the wind was so loud and 
the rain was so hard that you couldn’t 
even hear the trees snapping. When I 
woke up the next day, I knew it was 
bad, but, to my surprise, there were 
trees down everywhere. 

Right outside our door, right down 
the street, in Osceola, Orange, and 
Polk Counties—all the counties that I 
represent—one of the first initial acts 
of courage that I saw was neighborhood 
folks with nice F–150s, chainsaws, and 
all of this construction equipment, vol-
unteering their time to get these major 
trees out of the roads. We saw that 
throughout Kissimmee, east Orlando, 
Winter Haven, Haines City, Lake 
Wales, and so many areas, like St. 
Cloud, that I represent. 

That debris removal that the State 
was approved for by FEMA is going to 
make sure, now that those trees are on 
the sidewalk or they are on the me-
dian, that they are going to get picked 
up. It is going to be so critical that we 
have that either 75 or 90 percent reim-
bursement for debris removal to make 
sure that these neighborhoods can 
come back to normal. 

One of the other impacts of having 
all of these trees down, since we 
haven’t had a hurricane with major 
winds since 2004, was that it absolutely 
decimated the power grid. If our fellow 
Members remember nothing else about 
what I have to say here today, it is 
that our power grid was absolutely an-
nihilated—the worst that Duke En-
ergy, FP&L, and municipal electricity 
providers like KUA and OUC said they 
have seen in their history. 

There are people that are without 
power now—several hundred thou-
sand—and it is primarily because we 
saw so many of these trees go down on 
power lines. 

When I went through my district, I 
saw rivers swell to floods. We saw 
worse in Harvey—far worse flooding in 
Harvey. We know with the supple-
mental FEMA packages that we are 
going to have to take care of Texas and 
Louisiana. But there are areas that are 
still under water as of yesterday, as of 
last night, and as of this morning. A 
few of them in east Orlando, where the 
Econlockhatchee River swelled over 
into the swamps and over into apart-
ment buildings. 

There were still, unfortunately, some 
UCF students that needed to evacuate; 
and I think, after the firefighters got 
there with the fire trucks, they heeded 
that warning. 

I saw in Kissimmee flooding in the 
Mill Slough area. The slough flooded 
over. And we saw in Buenaventura 
Lakes flooding in the streets in many 
neighborhoods. 

I witnessed folks throughout the area 
in mobile homes suffer pretty extreme 
damage in certain areas of Polk Coun-
ty. 

I commend FEMA for allowing these 
counties and many others on the cen-
tral and southern part of the State to 
get the designation of individual assist-
ance. These folks are still without 
power—many of them worried about 
the dangers that are still going on. So 
to know that the Federal Govern-
ment—Congress—has their back is ab-
solutely a hope that they can hang on 
to as they sit day after day without 
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power, slowly but surely getting back 
on their feet. 

I will be having outreach events 
throughout the district. Some of my 
fellow peers who went through Harvey 
have suggested that it is critical to 
have these, not only major FEMA cen-
ters, but ones that are embedded in the 
various neighborhoods, because some 
people have trouble getting gas and 
transporting around, and have trouble 
through mass transit getting to some 
of these major centers. 

b 1245 

So we will be following the cue of 
others, our brothers and sisters in 
Houston, by having localized FEMA 
outreach centers in the district, and I 
look forward to hosting some of those 
this week. 

Throughout the State, we see the 
Federal and State government working 
hand in hand with our local govern-
ments. 

It is key that we are going to need a 
supplemental package for Texas, parts 
of Louisiana, Florida, the Virgin Is-
lands, Puerto Rico, and parts of Geor-
gia and South Carolina. I know that 
Congress, like last Friday, will hope-
fully come together to pass that pack-
age. 

One of the things that we are going 
to need to do going forward is continue 
encouraging local governments and 
utilities to harden their infrastructure. 
We in the Federal Government should 
be promoting and matching funds with 
those utilities that are going to put 
their power lines underground. The 
cost of keeping them up aboveground is 
going to continue to exacerbate these 
disasters. 

Just understanding by the numbers, 
we had one of the largest evacuations 
in the Nation’s history. Nearly 7 mil-
lion people were asked to evacuate 
from central and southeastern Florida 
to shelters or other facilities. As of 
Monday morning, over 200,000 Florid-
ians were still in shelters. 

Nearly 33.8 million Floridians lost 
power to their homes and businesses, 
with hundreds of thousands still with-
out power. 

We saw a massive hit to our citrus 
crop, which is already struggling with 
citrus greening, and we have bipartisan 
letters going out from Congressman 
ROSS, Congressman ROONEY, myself, 
and others making sure that the USDA 
follows along with FEMA to make sure 
that our citrus growers can have some 
relief as they grapple with what will be 
a dismal 2017–2018 crop. 

We saw Florida’s coasts, especially in 
cities like Jacksonville, experience his-
toric flooding. The Atlantic came into 
the St. Johns. The St. Johns, being one 
of those rivers that flows north, took 
much of the water from central Florida 
and brought it forward to create a ter-
rible situation of flooding of 2 to 3 feet 
in downtown Jacksonville alone. 

For the first time in U.S. history, we 
saw two Category 4 hurricanes make 
landfall in the same year. Obviously, 

we need to continue to prepare for the 
increasing weather events caused by 
man-made climate change, and that 
will be why, whether you agree or not 
with the cause of it, that we will need 
to harden our facilities, our infrastruc-
ture, our buildings, and our utilities. 
Whether or not you agree with what 
the cause of it is, we know that the so-
lutions are making sure to have more 
resilient infrastructure, building up 
our coasts, and making sure that we 
have, through the Federal Government, 
incentives for our local and State gov-
ernments to do that. 

Officials have reported 31 dead across 
three States in connection with this 
hurricane, 24 of those in Florida. 

One other area that Congress needs 
to look at is generators for our nursing 
homes. This is already required under 
Florida law, yet we saw several people 
yesterday, eight of them, pass, our sen-
iors in their golden years, who should 
be protected. 

And when you are talking about no 
power in Florida, you are talking about 
not only no ability to turn on the 
lights, but air-conditioning, which is 
critical when it is 90-plus degrees out, 
particularly for our seniors, our chil-
dren, and our persons with disabilities. 

I want to thank all of our first re-
sponders: our firefighters; our cops; our 
EMTs; all the county officials and city 
officials who put together all this de-
manding information to get the FEMA 
Individual Assistance designation; our 
local officials for continuing, to this 
moment, to give us information on 
hardest hit areas; and also our commu-
nity for coming together, our volun-
teers, those who are helping get the 
trees out of the streets, for providing 
water and food to hardest hit areas, to 
people opening up their homes, contrib-
uting through nonprofits such as the 
Red Cross. All these issues, all these 
commitments, all this volunteerism is 
coming together to help out our con-
stituents. 

I am appreciative, Mr. Speaker, for 
this time to be able to brief Congress 
on some of the issues affecting central 
Florida, and I thank my peers for their 
help and for their continued efforts in 
Texas, in Florida, in Puerto Rico, in 
the Virgin Islands, and in South Caro-
lina and Georgia, where we saw a lot of 
this damage happening. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

SANCTIONS AGAINST NORTH 
KOREA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BUDD). Under the Speaker’s announced 
policy of January 3, 2017, the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. HILL) is 
recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the majority leader. 

Mr. HILL. I thank the Chair for rec-
ognizing me for this Special Order 
hour. 

Mr. Speaker, this week in Congress, 
we have considered in the House Finan-
cial Services Committee legislation 

that will increase and expand the sanc-
tions against the government and the 
dictators in North Korea. 

Mr. Speaker, the north Asian region 
and our allies there are of critical im-
portance to the United States economi-
cally. South Korea and Japan are 
major economic partners of the United 
States. Both countries represent a 
major partnership in our security in-
terests in north Asia, and so it is fit-
ting that we continue to work in Con-
gress, along with the Trump adminis-
tration, to increase the financial sanc-
tions and economic sanctions on the 
rogue government in North Korea. 

For our citizens, it is important to 
trace back the history of U.S. sanc-
tions and the relationship with North 
Korea. Going back four Presidents— 
Trump, Obama, Bush 43, and Clinton— 
we have been dealing with North 
Korea. 

President Clinton agreed to a 
‘‘freeze’’ and ‘‘dismantlement’’ of the 
North Korean nuclear program, Mr. 
Speaker; and as a result, the North Ko-
reans agreed to inspections, and the 
United States, along with its allies, 
agreed to $4 billion in payments to the 
regime. That was in 1994, Mr. Speaker. 
We don’t have much to show for that 
effort. 

In January, in the State of the 
Union, 2002, President Bush 43 de-
scribed North Korea as part of the axis 
of evil, including Iraq and Iran. Clear-
ly, the North Koreans were not com-
plying with Mr. Clinton’s agreement, 
but the post-9/11 world of the United 
States had our government, our diplo-
macy, our military, our sanctions re-
gime focused on the Middle East, fo-
cused on Afghanistan, Iraq, and, in-
deed, Iran. 

And then you come to the period of 
President Obama, where his strategy 
with North Korea was one of strategic 
patience. We have had 8 years, Mr. 
Speaker, of strategic patience, and 
what have we got to show for that? Un-
precedented numbers of ballistic mis-
sile flights, unprecedented numbers of 
nuclear tests. 

So, Mr. Speaker, after over two dec-
ades, it was time for a change. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to take the floor 
of the House today and thank the lead-
ership of President Trump and his very 
capable national security team, led by 
Secretary Mattis, Secretary Tillerson, 
for ending strategic patience and for 
taking our country and the world in a 
different direction to end the nuclear 
ambitions of North Korea. 

Now, the United States, on a bipar-
tisan basis in this House and in the 
upper Chamber, in the Senate, along 
with the Trump administration, is 
fully onboard with using all the tools 
that we have to once and for all lead to 
denuclearization of the peninsula and 
end North Korea’s rogue program to 
join the group of nuclear nations. They 
have taken themselves out of nuclear 
nonproliferation. They are a rogue na-
tion. 

I am very pleased to see Secretary 
Mnuchin at the Treasury focus on what 
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